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THE BIBLE: A COMEDY IN TWO PARTS

Scene 1-In the beginning … 
(In black, two actors onstage, one of them is on a cell phone and we hear the tail end of the conversation in the blackout along with the movement of things like music stands, chairs, props, etc.)




Actor 1:

No. No we absolutely cannot go on like this. But we have nothing! 




Actor 2:

Tell him we need the rest of the cast.





Actor 1:

We need the rest of the cast!  




Actor 2:

And the animals!





Actor 1:

And the animals! (listens) He says there’s already an audience.




Actor 2:

We’ve never done this by ourselves, it’s going to be impossible!





Actor 1:

He says he has faith in our talent. Break a leg. We’ll figure something out. 





Actor 2:

We’ll figure something out?! Some opening night.  





Actor 1:

(whistles)

(Lights up on two actors desperately trying to set something up onstage that looks like something professional.)
(Actor 2 flops down on the floor cross-legged and becomes God, a little girl fascinated by creation)





Actor 1:

Alright. Alright folks. 
Narrator: 

First, God made heaven and earth.  The earth was without form and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. The deep?

(God shrugs, nods)

Narrator: 

The deep; and the Spirit of God was moving over the face of the waters, and then God said

God:

Let there be light.
(A spot comes on)
Narrator: 

And there was. Light. And God saw that the Light was good. 

God: 

Good. Good Light.

Narrator: 

And God separated the Light from the Darkness. God called the light

God:

Day.

Narrator: 

 And the darkness the LORD called

God:

Night. Aaannd there was evening, and there was morning. 

Narrator:

One day. (and with increasing rapidity) And then God said:

God: 

Let there be a (searching for the term, which he/she has just made up) firmament in the midst of the waters, let it separate the waters from … the waters. 

Narrator:

And God made the “firmament” and separated the waters above and the waters below. And it was so-
(God eh-hems)

Narrator: 

And it was so. And God called the firmament:

God:

Heaven. And there was evening, and there was morning. 

Narrator:

A second day! 

God:

Ta da!

Narrator: 

Then God said:

God: 

Let the waters under the Heaven be gathered into one place, and let dry ground appear. 

Actor 2: 

And what happened to the waters above the heaven?

Actor 1:

What?

Actor 2: 

The water that was split by the firmament, there was water above and water below. The waters below were gathered into seas.
Actor 1:

Right. 

Actor 2: 

And what happened to the water above the firmament? 

Actor 1:

It’s … rain, shut up. 

Narrator:

And it was so. And God called the dry land 

God:

Earth.

Narrator:

And the waters that were gathered together the LORD called:

God: 

Seas. 

Narrator:

And it was good. And God said:

God:

Let the earth put forth vegetation, plants with seeds and fruit bearing trees in which is their seed- each according to its own kind- 

Narrator:

And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation. Plants yielding seeds, trees bearing fruit IN WHICH was their seed. 

God:

Plants, seeds, fruit, seeds, trees, seeds. Good.

Narrator:

And there was evening and there was morning, a third day!

Actor 2:

Got a lot done on day three, eh?

Actor 1:
S’pose so. Yes. 

Actor 2:

Earth, seas, gathering, dry land, plants, seeds, fruit, seeds, trees-

Actor 1:

Seeds, yes. Yes, a lot got done. There was a lot to do. 

Narrator: 

AND God said:

God:

Let there be lights (taking some delight in this) in the heavens to separate the day from the night; and let them be signs for seasons … and days … and years … and let them give light upon earth.

Narrator:

And it was so. Two great lights, greater light to rule the day, lesser light to rule the night. 

God:

Also … stars.

Narrator:

Also stars. And God set them in the firmament –Heaven- to give light upon the earth, to separate light from darkness. It was good. 

Actor 2:

Big surprise.

Actor 1:

Could you have a little reverence?

Actor 2: 

Do we cover any of the stuff that was made poorly? Was any of it bad?

Actor 1:

No.

Actor 2:

No we don’t cover it, or no, none of it was bad?

Narrator:

And there was evening and there was morning.

God:

A fourth day!

Narrator:

And God said:

God:

Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures! And Sea Monsters! And let birds fly above the earth, every winged bird-

Narrator:

According to their kind.

(God shrugs)

God: (looking at her work)

Good. Now be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas and birds: multiply on the earth. 

Narrator:

And there was evening and morning, a fifth day. 

Actor 2:

There were sea monsters?

Actor 1:

That’s what it says, yes. 

Actor 2:

I don’t think I had the version with Sea Monsters when I was a child.

Actor 1:

You’re still a child.

Actor 2:

I would have found that bit interesting. 

Actor 1:

You should find it all interesting. 

Narrator:

And God said:

God:

Let the earth bring forth living creatures. Cattle, creeping things … and beasts!

Narrator:

According to their kind.

Actor 2: 

What is that supposed to mean?

(Narrator shrugs)

God:

And it was so. And it was good. 

Narrator:

It was so good. (with some preparative moment) Then God said:

God:

Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.

Actor 2:

Our?

(Narrator shrugs)

Narrator:

He formed man of dust from the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being.

God: 

Let man have dominion over the fish, over the birds, over the cattle … over all the earth

Actor 2:

Check.

God:

Over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth. Male and female he created them, in his image. 

Actor 1:

That’s interesting.

Actor 2:

What?

Actor 1:

Well, now that there are people, humans, men and women, God is suddenly a He. 

Actor 2:

(including audience) I’m sorry, I’m trying to make sense of the story. Shh! 

Narrator:

And God blessed them all.

God: 

Be fruitful and multiply, fill the earth and subdue it.

Actor 2:

Ha! Check.

God:

Have dominion over the fish, the birds, the sea and the air, and every living thing that moves upon the earth.

Actor 2:

Oh don’t worry, we will.

Narrator:

And the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east; there he put the man who he had formed. 

God:

It is not good that the man should be alone. I will make him a helper.

Narrator:

The LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, while he slept, he took one of his ribs. The rib which the LORD God had taken from the man he made into a woman. The man and his wife were both naked-

Actor 2: 

Scandal-

Narrator:

And they were not ashamed.

God:

(To audience, the finale, the climax, nearly a frenzy) 

Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed, every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life. 

Narrator:

And it was so. And God saw everything, and behold, it was VERY good. 

God:

And there was evening and there was morning…

Narrator:

The sixth day. Thus the heavens and the earth were finished. On the seventh day

(God faints)

Narrator:

God rested.

(actors shrug)

Scene 2- This might have been a mistake … 
Actor 1: (to audience)
Does that make sense then? The way that happened?

Actor 2:
So God created all living things and they were deceptively good.

Actor 1:

Deceptively? You can’t deceive God.

Actor 2:

But you can surprise him?

Narrator: (resuming with the script)
So out of the ground of Eden, God made grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food. The tree of life was also in the midst of the garden and (heavy-handed foreshadowing) the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

Eve:

Of  what?

Actor 2: 

It’s not important.

Eve:

Oh.

God:

Man-

Eve: 

Ugh …

God:

You may freely eat of every tree in the garden but the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, you shall not eat of it, for in the day that you eat of it …

Adam: 

(listening)

God:

You shall (deciding) die.

Adam:

Die? What die?

Eve:

Was he talking to both of us? Just then?

Actor 2:(conspiratorially)

That announcement was actually made before you were created, but for the sake of getting all the “creating” done in one place, we plugged you into scene one. Plus, he just said, “Man”.

Eve: (as if kicking rocks)

“Man, you will name every living creature. Man, you must not eat of the tree. Man, you shall have a ‘helper’”

Actor 1:

Don’t worry; this kind of gender injustice doesn’t last long. (stifles a laugh)

Narrator:

Now the serpent was more subtle than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. He said to the woman:

Serpent:

Did God not say you shall eat of every tree in the garden?

Eve:

We may eat of the fruit trees in the garden … but God did say “But of the fruit on the tree which is in the midst of the garden, you shall not eat of it. Nor shall you touch it! Lest you will surely die”.

Serpent:

(mockingly) You will not surely die!

Eve:

God said …

Serpent:

God knows that in the day you eat of the tree, your eyes shall be opened, and you shall be as gods, knowing of good and evil. 

Eve:

… as gods?

Serpent:

As God.

Narrator:

And the woman saw that the tree was good for food … 

Serpent:

Very good.

Narrator:

And that it was pleasant to the eyes …


Serpent:

Very pleasant.

Narrator:

And a tree to be desired to make one wise …

Serpent:

As God. 

Narrator:

She took the fruit and ate. She gave it to her husband.

Eve: 

(offering) Fruit of the tree of the midst of the garden?

Adam:

Fruit? 

Eve:

Of the knowledge of good and evil. 

Adam:

Mmm, fruit. 

Narrator:

And he ate.

Actor 2:

Men have never been able to turn down food.

Actor 1:

Sneaky minx.

Narrator:

And the eyes of both of them were opened … and they knew that they were naked.

(Adam and Eve face each other momentarily. Look each other up and down. They faint in opposite directions)

Narrator:

And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves aprons.

Actor 2:

Aprons? I would say that is the least effective piece of clothing they could have chosen.

Actor 1:

They didn’t chose it, they invented it.

Actor 2:

They might have invented something a little more useful or stylish. 

Actor 1:

Says our resident fashion expert.

Actor 2:

The skort, now that was a useful item!

Serpent:

And then they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden-

Actor 2:

It’s both a skirt- AND a pair of shorts-

Actor 1:

Shh!
Narrator:

And then they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden
Actor 2:

Just the voice, was it? Taking a walk in the garden? You’re sure it’s not:




Narrator:

And then they heard the LORD God walking in the garden:

God:

(hums the theme to Mr. Roger’s Neighborhood)

Narrator:

And Adam and his wife hid themselves amongst the trees. And the LORD God called to Adam:

God:

Where are you?

Adam:

I heard your voice- I was afraid because I was naked-

Actor 2:

Not naked, they had those fabulous aprons they’d just invented.
Actor 1:

Practically naked, anyway.
God:

Who told you that you were naked?

Adam: (pulls Eve in front of him like a human shield, she is stiff)

The wo-

Narrator:

And God said to the man:

God:

Did you eat of the tree, whereof I commanded that you should NOT eat? 

Adam:

The woman, the woman gave it to me.

God:

The woman?

Eve:

(elbows him in the ribs) And-?
Adam:

And I did eat it.

Narrator:

And God said to the woman:

God:

What is this that you have done?!

Eve:

The serpent beguiled me … and I did eat.
Narrator:

And God said to the serpent:

God:

You?

Serpent: (serpent shrugs, smokes a cigarette)

Meh.

God:

You- you are cursed! You shall go on your belly and eat the dust all the days of thy life.

God: (to eve)

And you! In sorrow you shall bring forth children-

Eve:

Chil-dren?
God:

And your desire shall be for your husband!

Eve:

Aww-(grumbles audibly)

God:

And he shall rule over you!

Actor 2:

That’s a pity.

God: (to Adam)

Adam, you have eaten of the tree, which I commanded thou shalt NOT eat of--

(Adam nods)

God:

Cursed is the ground for your sake. In sorrow shall you eat of it all the days of your life.

Adam:

Eat ground?

God:

(sighs) The ground shall bring forth thorns and thistles. You shall EAT the herb of the field. In the sweat of your face shall you eat bread, till you return to the ground. For dust thou art, to dust you shall return.

Adam:

Eve, Adam dust?

Eve:

(groans) “Your desire shall be for your husband?”

Narrator:

Unto Adam and his wife the LORD God made coats of skins and clothed them.

Actor 1:

Better?

Actor 2:

More coverage.

Narrator:

And God said:

God:

Behold, the man has become as one of us, to know good and evil: and now, lest he put forth his hand and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live forever:

Narrator:

The LORD God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from whence he was taken. He drove out man and at the east of the Garden of Eden, he placed Cherubims—

Actor 2:

(whispering, not wanting to interrupt) What?

Actor 1:

(responding in kind) Winged, human headed bulls or lions with eagle and ox faces on the sides … and horns … they support the throne of God.  

Narrator:

And a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life. 

Actor 2:

And Angry God was born. 

Actor 1:

Or made.
(Thunder)

Scene 3- The problem with people is their uncontrollable nature … 
Narrator:

And Adam knew his wife Eve and she conceived and bare Cain. 

Actor 2:

Of course he knew her, they lived together in the garden. He might have been stupid but he could probably recognize the only other human being alive.

Actor 1:

I don’t think they mean it like that.

Actor 2:

But then …?

Actor 1:

Forget it. 

Actor 2:

But for their sakes, we have to be clear. He “knew” his wife?

Actor 1:

And she conceived and bare Cain…

Actor 2:

Uh huh … ?
(Actor 1 sighs, makes a circle from actor 1’s thumb and first finger. He inserts his own finger into the circle repeatedly.)
Actor 2:
Check. Although it might just as well have read:
Narrator:

Adam had unprotected sex with his wife, Eve, and she conceived and bare Cain. Then she bore his brother Abel.
Actor 2:

For the sake of clarity.
(Cain and Abel shake hands, Abel turns his back, Abel leans down as if to pet a sheep, Cain leans down and picks up a rock, smashes Abel on the head as the Narrator continues-)

Narrator:

And it came to pass when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel-

Actor 2:

His brother?

Actor 1:

If you feel inferior, there’s one sure-fire method of curing it.

Narrator:

And slew him.

Actor 2:

 (to audience) The advent of murder. Ghastly. 

Narrator:

And God asked:

God:

Where is Abel, thy brother?

Cain:

I … know not.

Actor 1:

(to audience) The advent of the lie.

God:

What hast thou done?!

Cain:

I … 

God:

Thou art cursed! A fugitive and a vagabond shalt thou be.

Cain:

My punishment is greater than I can bear!

Narrator:

So Cain went out from the presence of the LORD and builded a city-

Actor 2:

“Builded”?

Narrator:

Builded a city, and named the city after his son, Enoch. 

Actor 1:

(to audience) Urban sprawl.

Actor 2:

So it wasn’t the most effective punishment, was it? Cain still got a wife, a child, and then created a city. 
Actor 1:

Yeah, and then the “begats” begin. 
Narrator: (with extraordinary dryness)

And Adam lived a hundred and thirty years, and begat a son in his own likeness, and after his image; and called his name Seth: and he begat sons and daughters: And Seth lived a hundred and five years, and begat Enos: And Seth lived after he begat Enos eight hundred and seven years, and begat sons and daughters: 
Actor 2:

Please skip that bit!

(Narrator nods in agreement, turns several script pages, then continues)

Narrator:
And it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and daughters were born unto them, that the sons of God saw the daughters of men were fair. They took them as wives. And then … 

(silently)
(A man and a woman marry, build a home, get a dog, have a family)

(The two learn to cheat, envy, gamble, drink to excess, and behave violently)

(The man slowly walks behind his wife, who is seated facing front, smoking. He strangles her, cuts off her head, buries it and lays her body behind the chair. Picks up her cigarette, Sits down in her chair smokes it.)

Narrator:
And God saw that the wickedness of man was great, and that his heart’s every imagination was evil.

Man:

Evil? How now?

(shuffling in front of his wife’s body)

Narrator:

And it grieved the LORD God in his heart that he had made man. 

God:

(sits and cries quietly- man looks on confused)

I will destroy man, whom I have created, from the face of the earth. Both man, AND beast! And the creeping things, and the fowls of the air! 

Narrator: 

And the earth.

God: 

I will destroy the earth.




Actor 2: (to audience)

The end. And everything was destroyed and the whole terrible experiment was done. God found something better to do with his time and man was extinct. The End. 

Actor 1:

Hardly. 

Actor 2:

What do you mean hardly, God just said:
God:

I will destroy the earth.
Actor 1:

Right, but you know it doesn’t end there. We’ve got a lot of script left, and sure, it’s been a rocky path: (gestures to the visibly heartbroken God) God, however, perseveres.

Actor 2:

Almost too bad. 
PART 2- DESTRUCTION
Scene 4- I swear I’d burn this city down to show you the light…  

(Lights shift)

Narrator:

The earth was corrupt with violence, but Noah had found grace in the eyes of the LORD. They walked and God said unto Noah:

God:

Behold, it is corrupt. All flesh has corrupted his way upon the Earth. The end of all flesh is come before me, I will destroy them and with them, the Earth. 
Noah: (sincerely concerned)
That seems drastic. 

God:

Make thee an ark of gopher wood-

Noah:

An “ark”?

God: (nods)

The length of the ark shall be 300 cubits-

Noah: (hurridly getting a pen and paper from somewhere on stage or in the audience)

300 … cubits?

God: (picturing)
The breadth of it 50 cubits, the height of it 30 cubits. A window shalt thou make in the ark, and the door shall be set in the side … with lower, and second, and third stories shalt thou make it.

Noah:

A door set in the side … three stories … uh huh.

(pause. They exchange glances)

God:

Make it!

Noah:

My Lord, this is my 600th year …

God:

And?

Noah:

And … I need to find some gopher wood. 
Actor 2:

The Lord couldn’t find a single just man who wasn’t a thousand years old to do his bidding?

Actor 1:

Noah was the most righteous man I guess.

Actor 2:

And he didn’t have any retirement so he couldn’t pay anyone to do it for him? 
Actor 1:

No. Noah didn’t have Social Security checks coming in. I heard on 60 minutes that Social Security will be defunct by the time we retire anyway.  
Actor 2:
Eesh, I suppose I’d better acquire a skill then.

Actor 1: (gesturing to the stage and audience)

What do you call this?

Actor 2: (privately)
Not much skill involved in this at all.

Narrator:

And God said:

God:

Noah, behold, I bring a flood of waters upon the earth to destroy all flesh wherein there is the breath of life. All men and beasts-

Narrator:

And there were giants on the earth in those days. 

Actor 2:

Come again?

Narrator: (consulting the text)
There were giants.

Actor 2:

And the giants? What came of them?

Actor 1:

Well, surely they died. 
Actor 2:

Why wouldn’t they be saved?

Actor 1:

Because, they were on the earth and everything on the earth was drowned.

Noah:

Everything that is in the earth shall die?

God:

(shrugs, nods) But with thee I will establish my covenant; thou shalt come onto the ark, thou and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy sons’ wives and two of every living creature of every kind!

Actor 1:

Ah, see, they made it on the ark.

Actor 2:
You don’t think the giants were considered people just like everyone else, and drowned?

Actor 1:

No, they weren’t people. They were giants! If they were people it would have read:
Narrator:

And there were giant sized people on the earth in those days.

Actor 2:

Come again?

Narrator:

There were giant sized people.
Actor 2:

So they got on the ark? Because they were their own species?

Actor 1:

Well, Noah was a righteous man, so if there were giants-

Actor 2:

And they were considered their own species-

Actor 1:

Then he would have had two on the ark.

Actor 2:

Exactly. Regardless of their body odor or bad manners. 

Actor 1:

Because the LORD God wanted to save two of everything, even though they were basically evil and overrun with wickedness.
Actor 2: (to audience)
You’re welcome. 

God:

Noah, the wickedness on the Earth is great, so thou shalt come onto the ark, thou and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy sons’ wives and two of every living creature of every kind!

Actor 2:

Wait- What?!

Narrator:

God said ‘but with thee I will-”

Actor 2:

I heard that bit, but why?

Actor 1:

Then “Why” is the word you wanted to use there.

Actor 2:

Why? Why would the LORD God finally look down at his/her work, decide that there is nothing good on the earth or in the heart of humanity which God has created, and come to terms with flooding the whole place- as if to start fresh-
Actor 1:

Perhaps with another venture entirely-
Actor 2:

And THEN decide to keep one whole family and two of every wicked little creature? Why? What good could come of that? 

Actor 1:

Maybe it’s not that easy to call the whole work a failure. 

Actor 2:

No one said it would be easy to be God! 

God: (angrily)

I will cause it to rain upon the earth for forty days and forty nights! Every living substance that I have made will I destroy from off the face of the earth!

Actor 1:

… almost.
Narrator:

And it came to pass after seven days that the waters of the flood were upon the earth and the windows of heaven were opened. Every beast after his kind, cattle and creeping thing that creepeth and all flesh that was on dry land died. 

Actor 2:

What evil was in the heart of the creeping things?

Actor 1:

Hard to say, but they got it too.
Actor 2:

Got what?

Actor 1:

The wrath of God. 

Narrator:

And every living substance was destroyed which was upon the face of the land and the heaven. Only Noah and they that were with him in the ark remained alive. 

(God listens and looks on, breaks down, weeps)
Narrator:

THEN God made a wind pass over the earth and the waters assuaged. And Noah brought forth every living thing that was with him that they may breed abundantly in the earth.

(God sees these still living things)

God: (wiping the tears away)

I will not again curse the ground any more for man’s sake or for the evil of his heart, never again will I smite every living thing as I have done.

Actor 1:

Maybe he just wasn’t ready to be alone. 
Actor 2:

Excuse me?

Actor 1:

Maybe God just couldn’t handle being without humanity. 

Actor 2:

That’s a little egotistical don’t you think? Like God needs you to function? You have no idea how hard it is to make these kinds of decisions all day every day.

Actor 1:

Woah, who cares?

Actor 2:

I care! Can you imagine the sense of loss?
Actor 1:

It’s just a play, calm down.

Actor 2:

Fine, but admit that you’re calling God insecure? You think God needs humanity to feel good about himself?

Actor 1:

Well, yes. And needs them to behave or else. The more I hear these stories the more obvious that is … I’ll prove it to you:

Scene 5- Smite first ask questions later … 
(lights dim)
(Actors flip through scripts until actor 1 finds the section they were looking for. They look over props that are still left)

(lights up)

Actor 1:

And the Earth was repopulated, and God’s chosen people were saved. But you would be amazed how long they held out before they started behaving badly. So in the middle of their party at the bottom of Mt. Sinai:
(a brief party)
Narrator:
The LORD said to them:




God:

I am the LORD thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image to worship, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above.

Actor 2:

Because God looked nothing like a golden calf.
(Actor 1 motions for Actor 2 to continue)

God:
For I, the LORD thy God, am a jealous God, thou shalt not take my name in vain. 
Actor 1:

Naturally.

God:

Thou shalt not kill.

Actor 1:

Understandably.

God:

Thou shalt not steal. Or commit adultery. 

Actor 1: (cutting Actor 2 off-before Actor 2 can ask)
Which is not the act of behaving like an adult.

God:

Thou shalt not lie or covet. Or allow thy cattle to mingle with cattle of another species. 
Actor 1:

Alright, I’ll keep that in mind. 

God:

And no man with a flat nose or broken foot may approach the altar of God. 

Actor 1:

Or what?

God:

You shall (deciding) die. 

Actor 1:

Ah, of course. No shortage of that in this story. 

ENDING A

Actor 1:

And a lot of people did die, didn’t they? “The smitings will continue until morale improves”.
Actor 2:
But the rules weren’t that complicated. What was there for God to me so mad about?

Actor 1:

How about counting? King David didn’t expect to have 70,000 of his people killed because he had the audacity to count his troops. 

Actor 2:

No, he didn’t see that coming.

Actor 1:

Or for making fun of bald people? Twenty-seven children were ripped apart by bears for that.

Actor 2:

Ripped apart by bears?

Actor 1:

Holy bears.

Actor 2:

God’s right-hand bears.

Actor 1:

The famines of Egypt. After the flood, didn’t God say that he would never again curse the ground for the evils of man? 
Actor 2:

I think that was actually for the benefit of mankind, the famines, if I’m remembering correctly.
Actor 1:

God was making it up as he went along! If you were the first to do anything you got in trouble with God. Onan didn’t want to sleep with his brother’s widow, and God exploded him for masturbating!
Actor 2:

But the problem with Onan wasn’t the masturbating, was it? He was defying God.

Actor 1:

Then why have free will? If you’ll be punished for using it?

God:

My thoughts are not your thoughts. Neither are my ways your ways. My thoughts are higher than your thoughts, and my ways-

Actor 1:

Are beyond fucking reproach. I get it. Smite first, ask questions later. 

God:

I alone am God. 

(Actor 1 finds a weapon amongst the unused props moves in on God aggressively)
Actor 2:

Wait!

(Actor 1 kills God/Actor 2. She is motionless on the ground)

(Pause. Silence.)
Actor 1:
Get up. I’m sorry I did that. Get up. Fine. You’re teaching me a lesson? I’m supposed to see that I can’t behave like God does, killing whoever he wants just because they do stupid things wrong. I should feel bad for doing exactly what God does? Well I don’t. Get up! Fine, it sucks to be alone. Is that what you wanted to hear? It is hard. Stop playing dead, I’m sorry, this isn’t how the play is supposed to end. (breaks down) Please. I don’t know how to do this without you. I don’t know what it’s supposed to mean.

Actor 2:

And?
Actor 1:

And I won’t do that again.

Actor 2:

Hm, sound familiar?
Actor 1:

Excuse me ladies and gentlemen, I think I know what I was getting at before … perhaps it ends like this:

ENDING B

(Actors reset to their positions when they originally spoke this section)
Actor 1:

And a lot of people did die, didn’t they? “The smitings will continue until morale improves”.

He sure as hell wasn’t done killing people- it only got worse after that! Which is strange, since wasn’t the point of the flood to save the only righteous people left on earth so there wouldn’t BE any more evil? And what happened? A few days later they turned out to be just as bad as anyone else- Noah cursed his son and made him a slave after he got wasted on homemade wine and naked in a tent. Then the world finally united with one city and language, in Babel, they built a tower to reach God-
Actor 2:

Like on South Park when the boys built that ladder to heaven?

Actor 1:

No, they just wanted to get their ticket back from Kenny so they could have a candy shopping spree.

Actor 2:

Ah, so that was greed.

Actor 1:

No, that was a cartoon. And God said:

God:

Behold, the people-

Actor 1:

I think I remember this part. God said “Behold, the people are one, and they have one language; and now nothing will be restrained from them which they have imagined to do”- 
(pause)

Actor 2:

And?

Actor 1:

And he confused their language and scattered them across the earth. 

Actor 2:

Because they wanted to reach God? Or because they wanted to make a name for themselves?
Actor 1:

Because they wanted to know God, they were punished. Completely unnecessary brutality toward his people. 
Actor 2:

Perhaps they were punished because they lacked faith. The whole second half of the book is about forgiveness. If they could have just had faith that God was there, and someday they would reach him, they wouldn’t have been in trouble. 

God:

If he trespasses against thee and repents, forgive him.

Actor 1:

Or explode him.

God:

And should he do it 7 times a day-

Actor 1:

Shut up!

God:

- And repents 7 times … forgive him.
Actor 1: (angrily)
You’re not really God! You don’t really know! This is a play, not some transcendental fucking experience.
Actor 2: (leaving)
But the LORD felt compassion. I do know that. Forget it, folks. Let’s go. I’m exhausted. 
Actor 1: (stopping actor 2)
No, no, not like that either. 

Actor 2:

Then what? How do we wrap a bow up on this long, weird story that goes on for another thousand pages?

Actor 1:

How about the same way the good book wraps it up? Excuse me ladies and gentlemen … perhaps it ends like this:

ENDING C

(Actors reset to their positions when they originally spoke this section)
Actor 1:

And a lot of people did die, didn’t they? “The smitings will continue until morale improves”.

(Actor 2 finds an impressive looking sword amongst the unused props)

Actor 2:

What part is this supposed to be for?

Actor 1:

The End of Days, of course. The big she-bang! 

Actor 2:

Shall we?

Narrator:

And the LORD God shall say:
God:

I am Alpha and Omega. The Beginning and the End.

Narrator:

And the LORD shall send down Angels to the cities:

Angels together:

He that hath an ear let him hear:

Angel 1:

He holds seven stars in his right hand.

Angel 2:

His mouth is a sharp two-edged sword.

Angel 1:

There shall be 4 beasts full of eyes: The first like a Lion-

Angel 2:

The second like an ox-

Angel 1:

The third like a man-

Angel 2:

The fourth like an eagle-

Together:

Each of them with six wings.

Actor 2: (whispering)

Cherubims?

Actor 1: (responding in kind)

All the parts sound right.

Angel 1:

And the four horsemen will come, one of them is Death and Hell shall follow him.

Angel 2:

They shall avenge in blood they that dwell in wickedness on the Earth.
Angels together:

He that hath an ear, let him hear:

Actor 1:

And then there will be a great earthquake.

Actor 2:

The sun will go black, the moon becomes blood-

Actor 1:

And the stars fall to the Earth. And everything … meets a pointy reckoning. 

Actor 2:

Maybe not today, maybe not tomorrow, but the day of wrath is to come. Eesh. (to audience) Allow us:

(Actors create a brief but messy apocalypse)

BLACKOUT
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